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DESCRIPTION OF THE BOOK THE MERE WIFE
To those who live there, Herot Hall is a paradise. With picket fences, gabled
buildings, and wildflowers that seed themselves in ordered rows, the suburb is a
self-sustaining community, enclosed and secure. But to those who live secretly
along its periphery, Herot Hall is a fortress guarded by an intense network of
gates, surveillance cameras, and motion-activated lights.Dylan and Gren live on
opposite sides of the perimeter, neither boy aware of the barriers erected to keep
them apart. For Dylan and his mother, Willa, life moves at a charmingly slow pace.
They flit between mothers? groups, playdates, cocktail hours, and dinner parties.
Gren lives with his mother, Dana, just outside the limits of Herot Hall. A former
soldier, Dana didn?t want Gren, didn?t plan Gren, and doesn?t know how she got
Gren. But now that she has him, she?s determined to protect him from a world
that sees him only as a monster.When Gren crosses the border into Herot Hall
and runs off with Dylan, he sets up a collision between Dana?s and Willa?s worlds
that echoes the Beowulf story - and gives sharp, startling currency to the ancient
epic poem.
THE MERE WIFE: A NOVEL: MARIA DAHVANA HEADLEY: 9780374208431
"The Mere Wife is an astonishing reinterpretation of Beowulf: Beowulf in
suburbia?epic, operatic, and razor-sharp, a story not of a thick-thewed thegn, but
of women at war, as wives and warriors, mothers and matriarchs. Their chosen
weapons are as likely to be swords as public relations, and they wield both
fearlessly. The Mere Wife is a bold, stunning riptide of a book. Téa Obreht, author
of The Tiger's Wife The Mere Wife is an astonishing reinterpretation of Beowulf:
Beowulf in suburbia — epic, operatic, and razor-sharp, a story not of a
thick-thewed thegn, but of women at war, as wives and warriors, mothers and
matriarchs. "The Mere Wife is a book on par with Lidia Yuknavitch's The Book of
Joan: electric, feminist, literary retellings of famous tales, but with dystopian spins.
The Mere Wife reimagines Beowulf by setting it in a suburban landscape of
intense economic disparity . . . 'The Mere Wife' Is An Epic Retelling For too long
the Old English poem has long been perceived as a "masculine text," says Maria
Dahvana Headley. Her new adaptation is told from the perspective of. "The Mere
Wife is an astonishing reinterpretation of Beowulf: Beowulf in suburbia—epic,
operatic, and razor-sharp, a story not of a thick-thewed thegn, but of women at
war, as wives and warriors, mothers and matriarchs. Their chosen weapons are
as likely to be swords The Mere Wife: A Novel - Kindle edition by Maria Dahvana
Headley. Download it once and read it on your Kindle device, PC, phones or
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tablets. Use features like bookmarks, note taking and highlighting while reading
The Mere Wife: A Novel. The sleep of reason gives birth to monsters. So noted
the painter Francisco Goya in the midst of one of the ugly little wars sweeping
across Europe in his day. In the midst of another ugly little war, this one in our
time, a soldier leaves the battlefront badly hurt—so. 'The Mere Wife' Is An Epic
Retelling July 22, 2018 • For too long the Old English poem has long been
perceived as a "masculine text," says Maria Dahvana Headley. Her new
adaptation is told from. The following is from Maria Dahvana Headley's novel, The
Mere Wife.In a modern retelling of Beowulf set in suburban America, two
mothers—one a housewife, the other a battle-hardened veteran—fight to protect
those they love. 'The Mere Wife' has everything to do with 'Beowulf' Ron Charles
reviews "The Mere Wife" by Maria Dahvana Headley, which is a modern-day
adaptation of "Beowulf" without the macho hero. And now comes Maria Dahvana
Headley's The Mere Wife, which turns to Beowulf for inspiration and structure and
import. John Gardner, of course, famously recast that poem in his novel Grendel,
re-centering the epic around the monster, and plumbing its ancient setting with
modern psychological depth. The Mere Wife is an incredible book, telling the story
of two different families, and two different women, mostly, living two very different
lives that come together in some very unique, unpredictable ways. It starts with a
bang, and a mystery, and ends with all the pieces falling together, maybe a bit too
neatly. "The Mere Wife" paints an acerbic view of contemporary society while it
proves the adage shared by high school teachers everywhere - we continue to be
captivated by the classics because the. "[The Mere Wife] is the story of the
fierceness of a mother's love, delivered with a full-throated feminist roar, a highly
literary sensibility, and characters who straddle the line between reality and
fantasy . . . It rings with musicality . . . "[The Mere Wife] is the story of the
fierceness of a mother's love, delivered with a full-throated feminist roar, a highly
literary sensibility, and characters who straddle the line between reality and
fantasy . . . It rings with musicality . . .
THE MERE WIFE BY MARIA DAHVANA HEADLEY - GOODREADS
Book review. Maria Dahvana Headley's new novel, "The Mere Wife," is much
more than a simple recasting of the ancient epic poem "Beowulf" in the suburbs.
The Mere Wife publishes July 18th with Farrar, Straus & Giroux. From the catalog
copy: From the catalog copy: From the perspective of those who live in Herot Hall,
the suburb is a paradise. But "The Mere Wife" brings the story into the 21st
century in a curious way. Image. Here, the mother of Grendel's counterpart, Gren,
is a traumatized American veteran, Dana Mills, who. The Mere Wife is an eerie,
twisty retelling of Beowulf that is built around doubles: Everyone in Beowulf is
mirrored and reimagined over and over again, until everyone — the monster, his
mother. NetGalley is a site where book reviewers and other professional readers
can read books before they are published, in e-galley or digital galley form.
Members register for free and can request review copies or be invited to review by
the publisher. 'Mere' in the title refers to both the underground lake, on the shores
of which Dana and Gren lurk, and the concept that the role of a wife has always
been just that: mere, insignificant, secondary. The Mere Wife is a retelling of the
story of Beowulf in the contemporary day in an upscale suburban neighborhood
that faces an ancient mountain riddled. "The Mere Wife" (MCD and Farrar, Straus
and Giroux), by Maria Dahvana Headley. Maria Dahvana Headley's new novel,
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"The Mere Wife," is much more than a simple recasting of the ancient epic poem.
Ron Charles reviews "The Mere Wife" by Maria Dahvana Headley, which is a
modern-day adaptation of "Beowulf" without the macho hero. Subscribe to The
Washingt... The Mere Wife by Maria Dahvana Headley has an overall rating of
Positive based on 14 book reviews. New York Times best-selling author Maria
Dahvana Headley presents a modern retelling of the literary classic Beowulf, set
in American suburbia as two mothers - a housewife and a battle-hardened veteran
- fight to protect those they love in The Mere Wife. The mere wife. [Maria Dahvana
Headley] -- From the perspective of those who live in Herot Hall, the suburb is a
paradise. Picket fences divide buildings--high and gabled--and the community is
entirely self-sustaining. Maria Dahvana Headley's The Mere Wife has finally been
loosed upon the world. I say finally because I think the world needs this book. In
Headley's hands, Beowulf is revealed to be the perfect. The Mere Wife is a bold,
stunning riptide of a book.Téa Obreht, author of The Tiger's WifeThe Mere Wife is
an astonishing reinterpretation of Beowulf: Beowulf in suburbia — epic, operatic,
and razor-sharp, a story not of a thick-thewed thegn, but of women at war, as
wives and warriors, mothers and matriarchs.
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