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DESCRIPTION OF THE BOOK RELIGION FOR ATHEISTS
From the author of The Architecture of Happiness, a deeply moving meditation on
how we can still benefit, without believing, from the wisdom, the beauty, and the
consolatory power that religion has to offer. Alain de Botton was brought up in a
committedly atheistic household, and though he was powerfully swayed by his
parents' views, he underwent, in his mid-twenties, a crisis of faithlessness. His
feelings of doubt about atheism had their origins in listening to Bach's cantatas,
were further developed in the presence of certain Bellini Madonnas, and became
overwhelming with an introduction to Zen architecture. However, it was not until
his father's death -- buried under a Hebrew headstone in a Jewish cemetery
because he had intriguingly omitted to make more secular arrangements -- that
Alain began to face the full degree of his ambivalence regarding the views of
religion that he had dutifully accepted. Why are we presented with the curious
choice between either committing to peculiar concepts about immaterial deities or
letting go entirely of a host of consoling, subtle and effective rituals and practices
for which there is no equivalent in secular society? Why do we bristle at the
mention of the word "morality"? Flee from the idea that art should be uplifting, or
have an ethical purpose? Why don't we build temples? What mechanisms do we
have for expressing gratitude? The challenge that de Botton addresses in his
book: how to separate ideas and practices from the religious institutions that have
laid claim to them. In "Religion for Atheists "is an argument to free our soul-related
needs from the particular influence of religions, even if it is, paradoxically, the
study of religion that will allow us to rediscover and rearticulate those needs.
RELIGION FOR ATHEISTS - WIKIPEDIA
Religion for Atheists: A non-believer's guide to the uses of religion is a book by
Alain de Botton published in 2012. It argues that while supernatural claims made
by religion are false, some aspects of religion are still useful and can be applied in
secular life and society. Religion for Atheists. What if religions are neither all true
or all nonsense? The boring debate between fundamentalist believers and
non-believers is finally moved on by Alain's book Religion for Atheists, which
argues that the supernatural claims of religion are of course entirely false - and yet
that religions still have some very important things to teach the secular world. God
may be dead, but Alain de Botton's Religion for Atheists is a sign that the tradition
from Voltaire to Arnold lives on. The book assumes that religious beliefs are a lot
of nonsense, but that. Religion for Atheists: A Non-Believer's Guide to the Uses of
Religion by Alain de Botton is one of the most horrible, annoying, anti-atheist book
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I have ever read…and de Botton is an atheist (or so he claims. I suspect he is a
secret Christian). During the 19th and early 20th centuries, religion lost influence,
but the religious impulse lingered on. Some people sought salvation in the secular
religions of politics — in Communism. Holiday for Atheists A judge supposedly
told a non-religious, holiday-seeking plaintiff that atheists already have their own
holiday: April 1. In this new book, Religion for Atheists: A Non-Believer's Guide to
the Uses of Religion, Alain de Botton attempts to plunge himself into the raging
storm of religious and atheistic controversy.(If. Atheism is, in the broadest sense,
the absence of belief in the existence of deities. Less broadly, atheism is the
rejection of belief that any deities exist. In an even narrower sense, atheism is
specifically the position that there are no deities. Watch this full talk and Q&A
session as the world's most popular philosopher, Alain De Botton, speaks about
religion and discusses his new book, Religion for Atheists. Estimating the number
of atheists in the U.S. is complicated. Some adults who describe themselves as
atheists also say they believe in God or a universal spirit. At the same time, some
people who identify with a religion (e.g., say they are Protestant, Catholic or
Jewish) also say they do not. Another weakness of Religion for Atheists is the
author's numerous suggestions for impractical and implausible ways to implement
valuable aspects of religion in an atheistic ways, such that it undermined the
concepts the author was trying to promote. Atheists tend to pity the inhabitants of
religiously dominated societies for the extent of the propaganda they have to
endure, but this is to overlook secular societies' equally powerful and continuous
calls to prayer. Alain de Botton suggests a "religion for atheists" — call it Atheism
2.0 — that incorporates religious forms and traditions to satisfy our human need
for connection, ritual and transcendence. (Recorded at TEDGlobal 2011, July
2011, in Edinburgh, Scotland. Atheism is not a belief system nor is it a religion.
While there are some religions that are atheistic (certain sects of Buddhism, for
example), that does not mean that atheism is a religion. To put it in a more
humorous way: If atheism is a religion, then not collecting stamps is a hobby.
Religion for Atheists provides new ways to look at religion. The author gives great
history and explains why religions have done the things they have. Some religions
have ways to remind us many times a day to be good which obviously doesn't
always work but at least the religion has a good basic idea.
RELIGION FOR ATHEISTS - ALAIN DE BOTTON
Atheists have an active belief system with views concerning origins (that the
universe and life arose by natural processes). Atheism is a religion! Religion for
Atheists - a review. Imagine with me. It is a beautiful and bustling Saturday
afternoon in Cambridge, and I stand in a massive queue. It begins at the door of
the Cambridge Union, meanders through an alley, and takes a right angle down
the street. Religion for Atheists suggests that rather than mocking religion,
agnostics and atheists should instead steal from it--because the world's religions
are packed with good ideas on how we might live and arrange our societies.
Atheists often look down on religious practices but the author explains the
concepts behind some religious practices and how non-believers can use the
practices in a positive way. This book really brings to light the problem of humanity
and the fix is action by non-believers and believers alike. B oth friends and foes of
the Church of England might think that the title of this book, Religion for Atheists,
is one we've already claimed.We set a low hurdle, it is said, which many sceptics.
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Alain de Botton suggests a "religion for atheists" -- call it Atheism 2.0 -- that
incorporates religious forms and traditions to satisfy our human need for
connection, ritual and transcendence. Religion for Atheists is the latest in de
Botton's prolific portfolio of thought, including the excellent The Pleasures and
Sorrows of Work, Essays in Love, and The Consolations of Philosophy. donating
= loving What aspects of religion should atheists (respectfully) adopt? Alain de
Botton suggests a "religion for atheists" -- call it Atheism 2.0 -- that incorporates
religious forms and traditions to satisfy our human need for connection, ritual and
transcendence. Read an excerpt of Religion For Atheists Aengus Woods is a
philosopher, curator and critic. He is co-editor of Other Edens: The Life and Work
of Brian Coffey and reviews regularly for the Irish. The humbling of the atheists:
How religion survived the progress of science Not so long ago, there was a
countercultural boldness in standing up for atheism. Buddhism is widely regarded
as an atheistic religion.Buddhist scriptures either do not promote or actively reject
the existence of a creator god, the existence of "lesser" gods who are the source
of morality and that humans owe any duties to any gods. Books Religion for
Atheists by Alain de Botton Scott F. Parker meditates on Alain de Botton's idea of
religion without God.. Take Alain de Botton's title literally. This is not a book for
readers who are curious about the nature of metaphysics or the merits of faith:
this is a book for atheists. Religion for Atheists Quotes (showing 1-30 of 67) "It is
one of the unexpected disasters of the modern age that our new unparalleled
access to information has come at the price of our capacity to concentrate on
anything much.
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